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rom its humble beginnings as a

tin mining town, Kuala Lumpur

has grown into one of Asia’s most
vibrantand cosmopolitan cities. The capital
of Malaysia, KL as it is affectionately called,
was founded on the banks of the Klang
and Gombak rivers in the 1800s. This
city is a melting pot of cultures — Malay,
Chinese, Indian and more, each with
much to offer the visitor. From Chow Kit's
pasar malams (night markets) to Bangsar’s
nightclubs, from old KLs quaint streets to
Bukit Bintang’s designer streets, there is
something for everyone.

It's quite easy to get around, as KL is
well connected by a series of underground
and above ground rail networks. Taxis are
plentiful, and the older districts, together
with the Bukit Bintang shopping district,
are walkable. Old KL, bounded by China-
town, Brickfields and Little India, is where
most historical sights are concentrated.

A good place to start is at the conflu-
ence of the Klang and Gombak rivers near
Masjid Jamek Light Rail Transit (LRT) sta-
tion. This is where the colonial quarters of
Kuala Lumpur are concentrated, including
many of its old government buildings.

Walk past the stalls selling handicrafts
to the bridge spanning the rivers, where
vou will find a picturesque view of the ma-
jestic 98-year-old Masjid Jamek, the old-
est surviving mosque in Kuala Lumpur.
Nearby on your left is the Moor-inspired
Sultan Abdul Samad Building, built by
the British in the 1890s. The Old Post Of-
fice, Textile Museum, Old City Hall and
Old High Court are all housed in splendid
brick buildings that showcase both Islamic
and Mughal Indian architectural styles.
Cupolas, minarets and domes cap these
elegant edifices constructed at the turn of
the twentieth century. Across the road is
the National History Museum and Merde-
ka Squére, a stretch of green overlooking
the Selangor Club.

For a birds eye view of the capital, a

visit to the KL Tower is a must. To cast your

glance further, head to the iconic 452 me-
ter-high Petronas Twin Towers. Towering
above the capital, the Cesar Pelli-designed
steel structures gleam in the afternoon sun
and shine resplendently at night. A visit to
its observation deck, suspended 41 stories
above ground, is not to be missed.

The latest attraction in town is the Eye on
Malaysia Ferris Wheel built for the golden
jubilee celebrations of Malaysia’s inde-
pendence. At 60 meters high, the largest
portable wheel in the world has 42 air-con-
ditioned gondolas and takes 12 minutes
to make a revolution. It offers spectacular
views of the pristine Lake Titiwangsa and
all of Kuala Lumpur; a dazzling laser and
pyrotechnics show over the lake complete
the experience.

Malaysia turns 50 vears old on August
31 — Merdaka (Independence) Day, the
day in 1957 when it ceased to be a British
colony. The government has declared 2007
“Visit Malaysia Year,” and a number of
spectacular events are on the schedule, in-
cluding a New Year's Eve-style countdown
to Merdeka Day and the annual Citrawar-
na parade, which showcases the country’s

diverse cultural heritage.

The Central Market, housed in an art
deco building erected in 1928, is the place
to go for cultural performances and handi-
crafts such as the traditional sarong. Be-
side the Market, along Jalan Hang Kasturi
is a row of colorful ‘shophouses” with their
distinctive five-foot ways (a shaded thor-
oughfare for pedestrians). Dating from
the early 1900s, these buildings house
sundry shops and restaurants selling biry-
ani (spiced rice served with either mutton
or chicken) and roti canai (fluffy flat bread
served with curry).

For a deeper insight into Malay culture
and local handicrafts, head to the Handi-
craft Complex and Museum at Jalan Con-
lay — beautiful home furnishings, batik
handbags and ratfan creations (similar to
wicker and bamboo but made of palm) can
be found here. A short walk away is the
Penghulu Abu Seman House, a traditional
Malay house built on stilts.

KL is also home to a number of muse-
ums and art galleries. Among the most no-
table are the National Art Gallery, Petronas
Gallery and the Bank Negara Museum,
which highlights an interesting collection
of currencies used in the Malay world. The
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