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ABOUT THIS BOOK

he first Insight Guide pioneered

the use of creative full-colour
photography in travel guides in 1970.
Since then, we have expanded our
range to cater for our readers’ need
not only for reliable information
about their chosen destination but
also for a real understanding of that
destination. Now, when the Internet
can supply inexhaustible (but not
always reliable) facts, our books
marry text and pictures to provide
that much more elusive quality:
knowledge. To achieve this, they rely
heavily on the authority of locally
based writers and photographers.

How to use this book

The book is carefully structured both
to convey an understanding of the
city and its culture and to guide read-
ers through its sights and activities:

# The Best of Singapore section at
the front of the guide helps you to
prioritise what you want to see: top
family attractions, the best walks,
parks and shopping as well as
uniquely Singaporean attractions
and useful money-saving tips.

# To understand Singapore today,
you need 1o know both about its
past as well as what makes the city
tick today. The first section covers
the city's history and culture in
lively, authoritative essays written
by specialist writers with intimate
knowledge of the city-state.

# The main Places section provides
a full run-down of all the attractions
worth seeing. The main places of
interest are coordinated by number
with full-colour maps.

¢ A list of recommended restau-
rants and cafés is included at the

end of each chapter in the Places
section. The best of these are also
described and plotted on the pull-
out restaurant map that is provided
with this guide.

# Photographs throughout the book
are chosen not only to illustrate
geography and architecture but also
to convey the different moods of the
city and the pulse of its people.

® The Travel Tips section includes
all the practical information you will
need, divided into four key sections:
transport, accommodation, activi-
ties {including nightlife, shopping
and sport) and an A-Z listing of
practical tips. Information may be
located quickly by using the index
printed on the back cover flap.

¢ A detailed street atlas is included
at the back of the book, complete
with a full index.
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The contributors

This new edition was edited by
Insight’s Singapore-based manag-
ing editor Francis Dorai, who
restructured the book into its cur-
rent practical and reader-friendly for
mat. Assisting him in this task was
Singapore lifestyle writer Joan Koh.
She updated all of the places chap-
ters and wrote the insightful restau-
rant listings and the feature on

1 shopping.

Audrey Perera, a former corre-
spondent for the Asia-Pacific edition
of Business Traveller, wrote Singa-
pore After Dark. Another Singapore
writer, Wyn-Lyn Tan, wrote the fact
packed Travel Tips section. The inci-
sive social campaigns essay was the
work of political activist James
Gomez while Singapore English was
penned by humorist Sylvia Toh. Past
contributors whose work remains in
condensed form in this edition
include Tan Chung Lee, Chua Chong
Jin, Tisa Ng, Robert Powell, Shamira
Bhanu, Kenneth Wong, Joseph
Yogerst, Rachel Farnay, llsa Sharp,
David Pickell, Julia Clerk, Marcus
Brooke, Star Black and Eric Oey.

In 2006, Singapore lifestyle writer
Jaswinder Kaur Gill updated all sec-
tions except the restaurant lislings,
which were covered by Jenny Tan.
Low Jat Leng at Insight Guides’ Sin-
gapore office supervised the update.

Most of the
striking images
were taken by
Jonathan Koh,
David Henley, Alain
Evrard, and Jack §
Hollingsworth .

CONTACTING THE EDITORS
W woailed iate it if readers
wont el anlert o Tors or candkated
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Insight Guides, P.0. Box 7910,
London SE1 1WE, England.

Fax: (44) 20 7403 0290,
insight@apaguide.co.uk
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Self partrait of

Geargette Chen, one

of Singapore’s

pioneer artists, Her
waorks are part of the
permanent collection
of the Singapore

Art Museum.

BELOW:
Gallery 2.1 in
the Singapore
Art Museum.

here since its founding in 1840 by
the Sisters on the Seine from France.
The convent also ran an orphanage:
its Gate of Hope on Bras Basah
Road was where babies would be
left by their unmarried mothers.
Chijmes is today a collection of
restaurants (outdoor dining in its
softly lit courtyards is a delight),
pubs and art and handicraft shops.
Don’t miss the Belgian-crafted
stained glass windows of the Chapel,
renamed Chijmes Hall and a venue
for concerts and weddings. The
Fountain Court, flanked by pubs
and restaurants with alfresco dining
areas, reverberates with life when
there are free outdoor concerts.

Good Shepherd Cathedral

Adjacent to Chijmes is the Roman
Catholic Cathedral of the Good
Shepherd @ (Mon—Fri 7am-—
5.30pm, Sat 7am-7.30pm, Sun
7.30am-Tpm; tel: 6337 2036). Built
in 1846 in the design of a crucifix,
the cathedral was the second Roman
Catholic church in Singapore. It has
Roman Doric pillars and a marble
pavement from Antwerp.

Singapore Art Museum

Like Chijmes, the Singapore Art
Museum @ further down Bras
Basah Road, and diagonally opposite
the cathedral, was a mission school
(daily 10am—7pm, Fri 10am—9pm:
admission charge; tel: 6332 3222:
www.singart.com). Formerly known
as St Joseph's Institution, it was
founded by the French De La Salle
Order in 1867. The 19th-century
school building was renovated and
opened as a multi-cultural arts
museum in 1996. Apart from its per
manent collection of some 4,000
Southeast Asian artworks, the
museum also offers rotating exhi.
bitions from around the world. A
post-prandial coffee at Dome, its oul-
door terrace café bordering Queen
Street. is quite pleasant.

National Museum
The area in front of the Singapore
Art Museum and the Cathedral of
the Good Shepherd is currently the
site of some major reconstruction
with the building of the Circle Line
MRT, due to open in 2010,

From the Singapore Art Museum,
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head right along Bras Basah Road
and turn left at Bencoolen Street
lowards the neo-classical National
Museum @ building at 93 Stamford
Road (daily 10am-6pm: admission
charge; tel: 6332 5642; www.national
museum.sg). Fresh from a major
lacelift, the museum now boasts a
new glass-and-steel wing distin-
guished by a 16-metre (52-f1)-high
glass rotunda. At night, this modern
interpretation of the original dome
atop the old wing illuminates like a
lantern, with images that narrate
Singapore’s history. Look out for the
11 national treasures, ranging from
a prehistoric rock to the funeral
carriage of philanthropist Tan Jiak
Kim, in the Singapore History Gal-
lery. History aside, the museum also
has lifestyle-oriented exhibitions
and events. as well as mobile audio
guides that help you discover its
wonderful architectural details.
The area bounded by Bras Basah
Road and Stamford Road is home
to the buildings of the Singapore
Management University. Its exten-
sive underground linkway, which
stretches from one end of the cam-
pus to the other, has cafés and a food
court for your refuelling needs, and
even the occasional art exhibition.

Asian Civilisations Museum
Further down at the corner of Stam-
ford Road and Armenian Street, is
the striking red and white Edwar-
dian-style building that was once the
Methodist Publishing House, or
MPH Building as it was affection-
ately known. Built in 1908 by the
colonial architect firm Swan and
Maclaren, it now lies vacant, awail-
ing a new lease of life.

At 45 Armenian Street is The
Substation. With its active contem-
porary arts and drama calendar, it
regularly attracts Singapore’s young
artistic talents (tel: 6337 7535:
www.substation.org). The Substation
also houses the 108-scat Guinness

Theatre and Timbre, a bistro bar
which holds regular open stage
sessions for budding local artistes.

Further down Armenian Street
and housed in the former Tao Nan
School is the second wing of the
Asian Civilisations Museum,
Armenian Street @. The museum is
now closed for renovation and will
re-open in 2008 as a Peranakan
museum. It will showcase the unique
hybrid culture that has evolved
through intermarriage between Chi-
nese men and Malay women from the
17th century onwards (see page 37).

Fort Canning Park

Rising behind Stamford Road and
Hill Street is a tree-covered bluff, on
which sits Fort Canning Park @.
It was once known as Bukit
Larangan (Forbidden Hill) because
no commoner was allowed to come
up here. During the early years of
Singapore’s history, this strategic
location was the site of grand
palaces protected by high walls and
swamps. The Majapahit princes who
ruled Singapura in the 14th century
were buried there — archaeological

o

Here's a novel way to
spend your Friday
night — museum-hop
for less or for free. On
Friday evenings, the
Asian Civilisations
Museum offers half-
price admission and
the Singapore Art
Museum offers free
admission from 7 to
9pm. For details, visit
www.nhb.gov.sg

BELOW: remains of
the old walls at Fort
Canning Park.







